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Dwight  Dyke  is  a  nationally  acclaimed  outdoor  photographer  whose 
work  appears  regularly  in  calendars  and  magazines  throughout  the  country. 

A  Richmond  native,  Dwight  attended  Virginia  Commonwealth  University 
and  the  University  of  Cincinnati.  His  work  includes  scenic  and  nature  pho- 
tography from  the  U.S.,  Canada  and  the  Caribbean.  Dwight  works  primarily 
with  4X5  field  cameras,  but  also  uses  medium  format  and  35mm  cameras. 
Dwight  spent  the  better  part  of  a  year  photographing  Virginia's  Northern 
Neck  for  this  special  issue. 


Randall  Shank  makes  his  home  in  King  William  County  with  his  wife  and 
two  children.  He  spends  much  of  his  spare  time  on  the  tidal  rivers  in  the 
area-fishing  in  the  summer  and  hunting  in  the  winter.  He  works  for  Vir- 
ginia Cooperative  Extension  in  cooperation  with  the  Virginia  Department  of 
Conservation  and  Recreation  on  Chesapeake  Bay  nonpoint  source  pollution 
prevention  programs.  Through  his  interviews  with  the  colorful  and  lively 
people  of  Virginia's  Northern  Neck,  he  helped  bring  this  area  to  life  for  our 
readers. 


Garvey  Winegar  grew  up  on  the  North  Fork  of  the  Hoston  River,  moved 
to  Augusta  County  as  a  teenager,  and  eventually  took  a  job  with  the  Way- 
nesboro News-Virginian.  He  later  became  an  outdoor  columnist  for  the 
Charlottesville  Daily  Progress  and  is  currently  an  outdoor  columnist  for  the 
Richmond  Times-Dispatch.  Garvey  has  written  for  major  outdoor  maga- 
zines and  won  numerous  state  and  national  writing  awards.  He  lives  in 
Louisa  County. 
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By  Garvey  Wineger 

Sn  Travels  With  Charley,'" 
John  Steinbeck  confessed: 
"I  am  in  love  with  Mon- 
tana. If  Montana  had  a  seacoast,  or 
if  I  could  live  away  from  the  sea,  I 
would  instantly  move  there  and  pe- 
tition for  admission." 

I  feel  the  same  about  Virginia's 
Northern  Neck.  If  the  Blue  Ridge 
Mountains  and  Shenandoah  Valley 
were  not  so  permanently  imprinted 
on  my  brain,  I  would  scoot  over  to 
Windmill  Point,  Reedville,  White 
Stone  or  Colonial  Beach  and  whine 
and  beg  until  they  let  me  settle  in. 

Somewhere  near  the  water, 
preferably.  Of  course,  such  a  re- 
quirement is  easy  to  fill  on  the 
Northern  Neck.  The  Neck  (Old  En- 
glish for  "peninsula,"  "cape  "  or 
"isthmus")  is  surrounded  by  water 
on  three  sides. 

With  the  Potomac  River  on  the 
northern  border 
and  the  Rappa- 
hannock River  on 
the  southern 
edge,  this  slender 
piece  of  land  and 
water  lightly  dips 
into  the  mouth  of 
the  Chesapeake 
Bay,  island  like, 
yet  still  linked  to 
the  mainland. 
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Clockwise  from  top  left:  Simonson  harbor  on 
Lancaster  Creek;  David  Cheek  on  Dymer  Creek  in 
Lancaster  County;  Stratford  Hall  in  Westmoreland 
County;  photos  by  Dwight  Dyke.  Map  by  Pels. 


est  of  all,  this  land  has  things  I  like  best:  hunting  for  wa- 
terfowl and  wild  turkeys;  fishing  in  both  salt  and  fresh 
water;  history  that  includes  everything  from  Indian  vil- 
lages to  abandoned  steamboat  docks;  and  even  the  look, 
the  sounds  and  the  smell  of  the  sea. 


FEBRUARY  1995 


o  much  land. 


So  much  water. 


In  the  1990  census,  the  Northern  Neck  reported  only  58,000  people  living  on  963  square  miles  of  land.  That's 
ahout  one  person  for  every  10  and  a  half  acres.  It's  still  possible  today  to  explore  much  of  the  irregular  shoreline, 
the  coves  and  the  twisting  creeks  of  the  Northern  Neck  in  a  canoe  or  small  boat  and  experience  a  Virginia  that's 
not  shockingly  different  from  what  it  was  when  Captain  John  Smith  checked  out  the  area  just  a  year  after  landing 
at  Jamestown  in  1607. 
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Left:  Windmill  Point,  Lancaster  County.  Above:  Lottsburg, 
Northumberland  County.  Right:  Watermen  Gene  (left)  and  Dennis  Oliff, 
Cat  Point  Creek  crab  shed  in  Richmond  County;  photos  by  Dwight  Dyke. 


Sofewpeople. 


The  Neck  also  has  1,240  miles  of  tidal  shoreline.  That  makes  it  a  land  of  sailing,  sportfishing,  small  farms  and 
quaint  coastal  villages  whose  histories  ebb  and  flow  with  the  mighty  Chesapeake.  The  land  is  also  laced  with  quiet 
creeks  where  mullet  jump  beside  canoes,  Canada  geese  set  their  wings  after  long  migration  flights  each  autumn, 
and  ospreys  build  great  stick  nests  in  standing  dead  trees. 
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mm  ^k  nd,  of  course  there's  the  ever-present  Chesa- 

M    J    ^^       peake  Bay  with  its  bounty  of  blue  crabs,  oys- 
^y^^    gk     ters,  rockfish,  spot,  flounder  and  bluefish.  Off 
^■^P      ^       ™  Windmill  Point,  Fleeton  and  Smith  Point,  the 
wide  and  mysterious  Chesapeake  curves  down  beyond  the  horizon 
toward  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,  Tangier  Island  and  ultimately 
Maryland,  which  shares  the  Bay  with  Virginia. 
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Far  left: 

Wicomic 


Blue  i 
i  Rive 


W.  Abi 
Aboin 


•e  left:  Pound  netting  at  Fleeton  Point.  Top:  Carol  Cole  on  the  Gm 
Indian  Creek.  Northumberland  County. 


That  helps  explain  why  the  Northern  Neck  has  nearly  12,000  registered  boats-on  average,  one  for  every  five  resi- 
dents. In  other  words,  work  and  leisure  and  wildlife  here  are  not  so  radically  different  than  they  were  more  than  350 
years  ago. 

"With  water  everywhere,  this  area  just  begs  to  be  explored  by  boat,"  says  Sue  Tipton,  who  runs  Cedar  Grove  Bed  and 
Breakfast  in  Reedville,  home  port  of  the  Atlantic  menhaden  commercial  fishing  fleet  and  site  of  the  Reedville  Fisher- 
man's Museum.  "A  boat  is  actually  the  only  way  you  can  get  near  some  of  the  wonderful  old  homes  and  estates  that 
were  built  on  the  water." 

(Public  boat  landings  are  plentiful.  For  details,  contact  the  Northern  Neck  Travel  Council  at  1-800-453-6167.) 


FEBRUARY  1995 


J  he  Chesapeake 

,  Bay  is  slowly  re- 

fe        gaining  some  of 
the  purity  it  enjoyed  hundreds  of 
years  ago.  Rockfish,  which  de- 
mand clean  water,  are  surging  up 
the  Bay  once  more  in  schools  larg- 
er than  anyone  can  rememher. 

"We  had  to  learn  to  conserve 
the  resource,"  said  Don  Kuyk- 
endall,  57,  of  Heathville,  who  has 
been  a  charter  captain  taking  fish- 
ing parties  out  in  the  Chesapeake 
Bay  for  some  20  years.  He  has  seen 
both  natural  and  manmade  alter- 
ations come  and  go. 

"Days  are  gone  when  you  could 
fill  several  coolers  with  bluefish, 
then  dump  them  on  the  way  home 
because  you  didn't  want  to  bother 
with  cleaning  them.  We  all  have  to 
be  protected  from  our  own  greed." 
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Starke  lett 


Top  left:  Fishermen's  Museum  in  Reedville. 
Top  middle:  Crab  boat  on  the  Great 
Wicomico  River.  Top:  Larry  Clean/  shows  off 
his  strip'ed  bass  taken  from  the  Chesapeake 
Bay.  Above:  Captain  Danny  Crabbe  on  Kit  II. 
Middle:  Captain  Dootsie  Walker  on 
menhaden  ivorkboat.  Left:  Cockrell's  Creek, 
Northumberland  County. 
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ildlife  on  the  Northern  Neck  is  doing  all  right,  too.  Especially  wild  turkeys.  "Turkeys  have  defi- 
nitely increased,"  says  the  Reverend  Jere  (pronounced  "Jerry")  Bunting.  Bunting  is  a  retired  Epis- 
copal minister  who  used  to  play  a  little  basketball  for  William  and  Mary  back  in  the  1950s.  He 

moved  to  the  Northern  Neck  from  Middlesex  County  in  1987. 

"The  Virginia  Department  of  Game  and  Inland  Fisheries  did  an  outstanding  job  of  restocking  turkeys  in  recent 

years,"  he  said.  "The  hunting  is  very,  very  good  now." 
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Clockwise  from  above  left:  William  Balderson  of  Heathsville  rabbit  hunting  in  Northumberland 
Count}/;  jack  Perkinson  (left)  and  Colston  Neivton  (right)  striped  bass  fishing  on  Bonum  Creek  in 
Westmoreland  County;  Marshall  Davison  and  Katie  of  Hague  bird  hunting  in  Westmoreland  County; 
Canada  goose;  photos  by  Dwight  Dyke. 

In  summer,  fishing  derbies  draw  thousands  of  visitors  to  several  port 
towns  along  the  edge  of  the  Chesapeake.  The  Northern  Neck  still  has  one  of 
the  largest  concentrations  of  charter  boats  for  hire  of  any  coastal  area  in  the 
state. 

Fall  and  winter  hunting  for  wild  turkeys,  deer,  quail  and  waterfowl  re- 
main treasured  pastimes  in  Northern  Neck  counties. 
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Dwight  Dyke 


Dwight  Dyke 


Starke  Jen 
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Dwight  Dyke 


Clockwise  from  top  left:  Irvington;  William 
Brann's  dog  Queenie  takes  a  ride  on  Sunnybank 

Ferry;  Edwardo  Lopez  at  Ingleside  Plantation 
Vineyards  near  Oak  Grove;  Tom  Payette  at 
Ingleside  Plantation  Vineyards;  osprey  in  flight; 
Lindsay  (left)  and  Lisa  Faulkner  playing  at 
Indian  Creek  in  Northumberland  County; 
photos  by  Dwight  Dyke. 


ust  don't  expect  the 
bright  lights  of  Vir- 
ginia Beach  or  New- 
port News.  Search 
out  instead  the  casual  and  beautiful 
merging  of  land  and  water  on  the 
peninsula;  the  historic  villages  where 
boats  were  once  built  to  work  the 
Chesapeake;  the  marshes  and  guts 
where  herons,  hawks,  even  eagles 
search  for  prey;  and  of  course,  the 
fish,  oysters  and  blue  crabs  that 
make  their  home  in  the  tidal  rivers 
and  the  Bay. 

It's  a  different  world  from  the  rest 
of  Virginia.  It's  a  place  to  cherish.  c 


Dwight  Dyke 
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ne  of  my  former  schoolteachers  once  said,  'I'm  the 
richest  person  in  the  world.  I  have  diamonds  in  the 
morning  and  gold  in  the  evening. '  She  lived  on  the 
Potomac  River.  And  you  know,  she  was  right. " 


— Terry  Moss,  Kinsale 
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Clockwise  from  above  left:  Sunrise  at  Smith  Point 
beach;  farmhouse  in  Westmoreland  County;  King 
Carter  Bed  and  Breakfast  in  Irvington;  photos  by 
Dwight  Dyke. 
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'm  my  own  boss.  I  make  my  own  decisions  and  I  take  pride  in 
having  a  big  day.  Every  day  is  different.  I  see  something  differ- 
ent every  day. 
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Le/t:  Potomac  River,  King  George  County.  Top:  ]ohn  Hudnall  at  Smith's 
Seafood  in  Fleeton.  Above:  Crab  boat  on  the  Great  Wicomico  in 
Northumberland  County;  photos  by  Dioight  Dyke. 


Hike  watching  the  sun  rise  in  the  morning.  Sometimes  my  work  is 
done  when  other  people  are  just  getting  up  and  going  to  work.  Coming  in 
off  the  water  I  will  see  lights  come  on  as  people  start  their  day. " 

— Walter  Rogers,  Reedville 
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/ztfw  to)  English  setters.  One  of 'em  is  named  Katie  and  the 
other's  name  is  Lucy.  Sometimes  I  take  'em  out  just  looking 
for  quail.  Sometimes  we  go  out  and  just  get  'em  ready  for  the 
season. " 

— Charlie  Davison,  age  12 

Hague 
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Top  left:  William  Balderson  with  his  rabbit  dogs  in 
Northumberland  County.  Above:  Charlie  Davison 
and  his  dad  Marshall  bird  hunting  in  Westmoreland 
County.  Left:  Charlie  Davison  with  Katie;  photos  by 
Dwight  Dyke. 
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Clockwise  from  top  (both  pages):  Jessica  Dyer  at  Westmoreland 
Berry  Farm  near  Oak  Grove;  Northumberland  County;  sorghum  field 
in  Sharps;  produce  stand  in  Montross;  Northern  Neck  resident  of 
Westmoreland  Berry  Farm;  photos  by  Dwight  Dyke. 
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t's  apiece  of  heaven.  Hive  in  an  old 
house.  I  can  smell  the  salt  water  when 
I  go  to  bed,  and  I  like  it. " 

— Dexter  Rumsey,  Whitestone 
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ell,  I 
don't 
hunt 

and  I  don't  fish.  I  grew 
up  'round  tractors  and 
I  enjoy  working  on 
'em  in  the  wintertime. 
I  get  'em  from  all 
over... Maine,  Indiana. 
Antique  tractor  deal- 
ers are  good,  honest 
people.  They'll  go  out 
of  their  way  to  find 
you  apart. " 

— Frederick  Downing, 
Lottsburg 
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Clockwise  from  above:  Frederick  Downing  of 
Northumberland  County  proudly  displays  one 
of  his  many  antique  tractors;  barn  in  Fleeton; 
Stratford  Hall  in  Westmoreland  County; 
Frederick  Downing's  son  Michael  checks  crops 
in  Northumberland  County;  photos  by  Dzvight 
Dyke. 
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}ve  been  working  the  water  most  of  my 

life. ..all  my  life. 

"I  have  two  boys  and  a  girl.  One  of 
my  boys  works  on  the  menhaden  boat.  The 
other  two  are  in  the  city. " 

— Raleigh  Nutt,  Reedville 
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n  the  winter,  I  repair  my  nets,  cut 
poles  and  pull  poles. " 

— Walter  Rogers,  Reedville 


Clockivisc  from  opposite  page,  top:  Raleigh 
Nutt  (left)  and  John  Hudnall  display  their  catch 
of  blue  crabs  in  Fleeton;  Ben  Desmond  of 
Leivisetta;  George  Rew  (left)  and  John  Hudnall 
conduct  business  at  Smith  Seafood  in  Fleeton; 
Dennis  Oliff  loads  up  his  boat  at  Cat  Point 
Creek  in  Richmond  County;  menhaden  fishing 
fleet  in  Weems;  photos  by  Dioight  Dyke. 
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eedville  is  a  quiet  town  with 
two  filling  stations,  onegro- 
'  eery  store  and  one  post  of- 
fice. Hike  it  We  have  550 people.  Every- 
body knows  everybody.  A  lot  of  retirees  are 
moving  in. " 

— Ray  Rogers,  Reedville 
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Clockwise  front  opposite  page,  top: 

Smith  Island  cruise  boat  taking  off  from 
Reedville;  Reedville  estate — a  view  from  the 
water;  a  scene  from  home,  Reedville;  wood 
carver  Herb  Lewis  of  Reedville;  KOA 
Campground  in  Reedville;  photos  by 
Divight  Dyke. 
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pring  is  my  favorite  time  of  year. 
Everything  is  coming  to  life. " 
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Clockivise  from  above  left:  Leila  P.  Sandy  of  Cherry  Point,  accomplished  basket,  rug  maker  and 
quitter;  Mark's  Antiques  store  in  Baynesville;  Leila  P.  Sandy;  Stratford  Hall  Plantation  in 
Westmoreland  County;  photos  by  Dwight  Dyke. 


Tm  living  in  the  same  house  I  was  raised  in.  It  was  built  in  1852 
by  my  great-grandfather.  Its  always  been  home. " 

Leila  P.  Sandy,  96  years  old 
Cherry  Point 
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here  I 
live  is 
called 
Fleeton  Point.  The 
road  is  like  a  V  and 
you  walk  around  and 
you  get  to  a  certain 
point  We  take  walks 
at  nighttime  and  the 
sunset  is  beautiful 
The  sky  is  pink  and 
orange  and  we  just  sit 
there  sometimes." 

— Staley  Slaughter,  age  14 
Reedville 
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Clockwise  from  top  left:  Staley  Slaughter  of  Reedville  takes  the  bow  position  in  a  canoe  with  friend 
Staci  Shaut;  Anthony  Smith  displays  his  catch  from  Farnham  Creek  in  Richmond  County,  Charlie 
Davison  tests  his  angling  skills  on  a  farm  pond  in  Westmoreland  County;  Westmoreland  Berry  Farm 
in  Oak  Grove;  Rappahannock  Community  College  students  fenny  Wiggins  (left),  Christina  Pittman, 
and  David  Parker  share  a  smile;  photos  by  Dwight  Dyke. 
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neofmy 

finest 

memo- 
ries is  duck  hunting 
when  the  creek  is  really 
clear.  We  could  pick  up 
oysters  out  of  the  creek, 
take  them  into  the 
blind  and  pop  'em  on  a 
grill.  Nothing  tastes 
much  better  than  fresh 
oysters  in  a  duck  blind. 
Most  of  the  oysters  are 
gone  now,  and  you 
can 't  do  it  on  this  side 
of  the  Bay.  But  I  believe 
the  oyster  will  come 
back.  It's  just  going  to 
take  time. " 

t-n      i.       tj  lAfU  't-  Dexter  Rumsey  and  David  Cheek  begin  a  day  of  duck  hunting  in  Lancaster  Count}/;  photos  by  Dioight 
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ygrandfather 
used  to  call  it 
God's  country.  Until  I 
spent  six  months  in 
Kentucky  I  never 
realized  how  right  he 
was.  I  got  the  worst 
case  of  homesickness 
you  ever  saw." 

— Colston  Newton, 
Heathsville 
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